Well we're ready for camping trip #2 of the new scouting year!  This will be something quite different from anything we've done before.  We are camping at the scout property known as White Bluff, which is just north of Demopolis, AL and on the west side of Hwy. 43 before you cross the river going into Demopolis.
 

We will be doing scout skills and working on passing off general camping type advancement for the younger scouts.  But the big deal is we will be able to get out on the water in motorboats.  Two of our scout dads will have motor boats available to take us skiing and tubing (not sure about that spelling).  This will be a lot of fun, especially because it's going to be hot and we can go and get wet.
 

Important reminder about this activity is safety.  As scouts we are particularly concerned with water safety, and as such will strictly adhere to the policies of the BSA for participation in swimming/water activities.  "A scout must be classified as Swimmer in order to water ski or tube on the water".  However, if you/your scout is not a Swimmer, he may still go out on the boat and ride, but no swimming.  Also, remember we will have much opportunity to pass off advancement related to camping, cooking, woods tools, rope work, fire building, plant/tree id, and animal id;  so everyone who is able to attend should try and make this trip.
 

We will leave the Scout Hut at 5:30 pm this Friday and return on Sunday morning about 10:00 am.  As always, we travel on Friday and Sunday in our Class A uniform, aside from that bring plenty of clothes for the hot weather and getting wet.  Shoes must be worn at all times, except when water skiing or tubing.  I strongly suggest you bring some shoes to play around in the water along the shore and get muddy and wet.  There is no beach, only mud along the shore, so whatever you wear it will be messy!
Eat supper on Friday before you come, or bring something to eat upon arrival, we will not be stopping for food on Friday night.
 

Also, scouts are welcome to fish, however fishing may not be great as hot as it is right now.  Bring fishing gear and bait at your discretion.
 

Attached is a permission slip which must be filled out for all scouts who will be attending.  This is mandatory for every Troop 7 outing!  You can't go without a permission slip.  Also, if you/your scout is going on the trip, please try and attend the meeting tonight so you can help plan on the menu for food and equipment.  If you can't make the meeting and you want to go camping, please let someone in your patrol know your intentions so the proper amount of food will be purchased.
 

Finally, if you happen to have approved pfd's (life jackets) that will fit you/your scout, please bring them with you this weekend.  Our current supply may not fit some of our smaller scouts, so help out with that if you can.
 

If you have questions, shoot me an email or call my cell number (292-4465).
 

Looking forward to a new adventure for Troop 7!
 

Yours in Scouting,
 

Mr. Lanier
